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W

elcome to eVA! We’re happy to have you on board as one of our valued suppliers.  This document will assist you in preparing your catalog(s) and is designed to be used in conjunction with the “CIF 3.0 template.xls” spreadsheet.  After creating your catalog, refer to the “how to convert an MS Excel file to a CIF format” document to convert your file into a CIF that is ready for eVA validation.

To create catalogs, you will need to know how to use a spreadsheet application such as Microsoft® Excel and a text editor such as Microsoft® Notepad or Wordpad. 

Note: While developing your CIF catalog, the structure and format  MUST  be the same as described in this document.  Minor oversights (such as placing dashes in the DUNS number field or incorrect header rows) will trigger errors and will need to be corrected before the catalog can be used on eVA.

Please read carefully and print this document for reference while developing your catalog

If you need assistance, please contact:

Catalog Team
(email) sss@cgi.com
eva-catalog-manager@dgs.vriginia.gov

Introduction to CIF Catalogs

Why Use CIF Catalogs?

The CIF catalog format is an industry standard that allows suppliers to participate in electronic commerce marketplaces by submitting their items using spreadsheet or word processing software.  Thus, suppliers are not required to have expensive or proprietary equipment in order to participate. Also, using a standard CIF catalog format creates a consistent and effective environment that enables buying organizations that use eVA and the Ariba Network  (AN), to see your product and service offerings and buy from you. 

Suppliers create, validate and submit their catalogs.  After an eVA catalog manager approves your catalogs, your content is visible to buyers who then can choose items and add them to purchase requisitions. You can create catalogs for any product or service, regardless of how it is measured, priced, or delivered. For each item in a catalog, there is basic required information, and optional additional information that enables advanced catalog features.

By making the contents of your catalogs concise, complete, and accurate, you enable customers to order the most applicable products or services. 

eVA Catalogs and the Ariba N

The underlying catalog management component of eVA is the Ariba Network  (AN).  Suppliers interact with this service component of eVA to submit, maintain and manage their catalogs.  An additional value of the AN is that suppliers can make their catalogs available to all other Ariba buying organizations (approximately 230 companies) as part of their submission to eVA.  Suppliers control both the content of and access to these catalogs. 

Types of Catalogs

Generally, suppliers create catalogs to make their product and service content available to their customers.  Suppliers can also issue catalog updates, which are changes to their previously published catalogs.  Catalog updates must contain complete replacements to the content of the older catalog.  eVA suppliers are given the business opportunity to provide two different types of catalogs:  eVA specific or Ariba Network public catalogs. 

eVA Specific Catalog:  suppliers use this option either when they have an existing contract with the Commonwealth of Virginia or when they wish to publish prices specific only to eVA.  In order for these catalogs to become available to eVA, suppliers will have to identify the catalog as “private” within the Ariba Network and select eVA as the buying organization.

Ariba Network Public Catalog:  this catalog option is used when the supplier wishes to publish a single set of prices to eVA and all other Ariba Network users.

Note:  In all cases, an eVA Catalog Manager must approve any supplier catalog before it becomes available to eVA buyers.  

Developing a CIF Catalog

CIF Catalog

The CIF catalog structure defines the file format for item descriptions, company specific pricing, units of measure, supplier part numbers, manufacturer, manufacturer part numbers as well as pointers (URL’s) to the supplier’s and/or manufacturer’s Product Data Sheets on their electronic catalogs. The CIF also contains the commodity classification code for each item so that they can be properly mapped into the buyer’s commodity code structure.

The CIF has three parts:

A) File Header

B) Line data

C) File Trailer

The name of your CIF catalog should always remain the same even though each file you provide us may have changes to existing items and/or have new items.  Ariba Network timestamp determines whether the file you provided us is new.  This prevents the same file from being downloaded more than once.  This also allows the buyers to determine which items are no longer valid.  If the name of the CIF is changed each time you send a new catalog file, every item will appear as a new catalog item.  Note that no matter what type of catalog will be submitted, the supplier must consider all of the 32 standard fields and provide all relevant information as described herein.  If the catalog is not for a contract, then the fields Contract# and Contract Type may be ignored.

eVA Specific Contract Catalogs

If you hold a state contract(s) you must provide a separate catalog for each contract.  The naming methodology for the CIF file is <suppliername>_”contractidentifier”_eVAcatalog.cif  

For example, acme_1102A_eVAcatalog.cif  would be acceptable.
eVA Specific non-Contract Catalogs

All suppliers are allowed to submit separate catalogs for non-contract items.  The naming methodology for the CIF file is <suppliername>_eVAcatalog.cif

For example, acme_eVAcatalog.cif  would be acceptable.
Ariba Network Public Catalogs

While the Ariba Network catalogs only requires information in only the first 12 columns of the CIF file, in order for eVA to use the catalog all 32 fields must be considered.  The naming methodology should include the <suppliername>_ARIBAcatalog.cif

For example, acme_ARIBAcatalog.cif  would be acceptable.

Please note the following important points concerning the CIF file

· Each item is entered into a new row.


· All 32 columns must be present in your spreadsheet even if the columns contain no data.

If you are creating a catalog with a text editor please note: 

· Each comma indicates a new column.


· If the item description or any other column field contains commas, then the entire description must be contained in double quotes. 


· Line data should be comma (,) delimited (each field is separated by a comma)


· If a blank field exists the commas would appear in sequence with no spaces (,,)

If you are creating a catalog with a spreadsheet software please note: 

· You will have to save the file as a CSV type and then do a conversion to CIF type.  Please refer to the separately enclosed document titled “How to Convert an MS Excel file to a CIF Format”.

A) File Header

The file header specifies general attributes that apply to all the data in the file. The header helps define certain properties presented in the CIF file. In order to reduce errors the File Header and Values must be entered EXACTLY AS SHOWN and in the example_catalog.xls provided.

 In the table below, the File Header column shows the inputs for the required CIF header. The value column describes what values the header must have.  The Description column defines the purpose of the field header.  The File Header and Value must be included as part of the CIF file and comes before any product descriptions.  

	File Header
	Value
	Description of File Header

	CIF_I_V3.0
	
	This version must be reflected in the CIF type and version in the first line of the file.  This line identifies the file as a CIF3.0.

	LOADMODE:
	F 


	F stands for FULL, which means that the contents of the file will completely replace all items previously loaded for this catalog.  

eVA requires a full load each time.

	CURRENCY:
	USD 
	This code indicates the currency used when quoting contract and list pricing in the CIF file. 



	CODEFORMAT:
	UNSPSC
	This field describes the default commodity coding structure to be UNSPSC.

	ITEMCOUNT:
	
	A count of the number of catalog items included in the file. Insert the number of items this catalog has in it.

	SUPPLIERID_DOMAIN:
	DUNS
	Designates the DUNS number as the default.

	UNUOM: 
	TRUE
	Designates the United Nations Unit of Measure as the default.

	FIELDNAMES:
	Supplier ID

Supplier Part ID

Manufacturer Part ID

Item Description

SPSC Code

Unit Price

Unit of Measure

Lead Time 

Manufacturer Name

Supplier URL

Manufacturer URL

Market Price

Effective Date

Expiration Date

Parametric Data

Parametric Name

PunchOut Enabled

Territory Available

Supplier Part Auxiliary ID

Contract Number

Small Business

Woman Owned Business

Minority Business

Contract Type

Recycled/Green Product

Hazardous Product

Payment Term

Minimum Order

Maximum Order

P-Card

Service Regions

Supplier FIN
	The names of the fields used in the CIF file.  These must exactly match the names as described on the left.

Each field name will go in a separate spreadsheet column, see example below.



	COMMENTS:
	Supplier Name
	eVA requires the supplier name.  Enter your company’s name. (special characters are acceptable)

	DATA
	
	This indicates the beginning of the catalog data.


Note: The values in the header (i.e. the info which comes after the colon) are case sensitive and must be capitalized. 

Rows 1-10 Column A is an example of a CIF3.0 header row. Note: This example also has sample items in the catalog (row 11-13), and the END OF DATA file trailer (row 14). 
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CIF_I_V3.0

LOADMODE: F

CURRENCY: USD
CODEFORMAT:UNSPSC
ITEMCOUNT: 3
|SUPPLIERID_DOMAIN:DUNS

Solid Color Redi-Tags(r).Color Yellow, Quantity 300, Size 3/16 x 1
Solid Color Redi-Tags(r).Color Red, Quantity 300, Size 3/16 x 1

UNUOW: TRUE
FIELONAMES: Supplier Ib  Supplier Part ID | Manufacturer Part Ib Item bescription
COMMENTS: ACHE
DATA
11016656790 4220010 20010
016656790 A220011 20011
016656790 Az20012 20012

ENDOFDATA

‘Solid Color Redi-Tags(r).Color Blue, Quantity 300, Size 3/16 x 1




B) Line Data

The Line data contains the fields that describes the product information in the catalog and applies to products as well as services.  Some of the data fields will be left blank. 

For each item in your catalog, each of the following fields must have the corresponding information. The directions must be followed EXACTLY to reduce catalog errors. Enter your products/items after the header “DATA”.  

The following are the data fields. Refer to Table 1: “Item CIF Fields” to see which fields are required in your catalog and how many characters are allowed.

NOTE:  If a spreadsheet program such as Microsoft Excel is being used, quote marks, single or double, should never be entered in any of the catalog fields.

	
	 Field Name
	What it Means
	Common Mistakes\Look out for
	Type of Field
	Max Character

Length

	1. 
	Supplier ID
	This is the supplier DUNS number.
	Do NOT use dashes in the number:  

Incorrect  12-345-6789

Correct   123456789 

Additional information may be found in the CIF Standards section of this document.
	Mandatory
	9

	2. 
	Supplier Part ID
	This is your part number for the item.
	This number must be unique for each item.
	Mandatory
	25

	3. 
	Manufacturer Part ID
	This is the manufacturer’s part number. In cases where the supplier is also the manufacturer, this column and the Supplier Part ID column will be the same.
	
	Optional
	25

	4. 
	Item Description
	The item description can be up to 255 characters.  This field should include the manufacturer, model, style, color, and other descriptive information.  The description should not contain abbreviations. For measurements, please use inch for inches, feet for feet, etc. If you need to abbreviate, we would accept the use of in for inches, ft for feet etc. if this measurement was placed after the numeric value it was describing such as 1in or 3ft.  

The following is an example of the type of description desired. (Please describe items in this format) 

 <Product> <Manufacturer> <Other Descriptors>

Correct: COVERALLS  KAPPLER TYVEK   XLARGE

Incorrect:     CVR ALLS  KPLR TYVEK XLG
	Additional information may be found in the Appendix of this document.

If using a spreadsheet program DO NOT use single or double quote marks.
	Mandatory
	255

	5. 
	SPSC Code 
	This field is the UNSPSC commodity code that correlates to this item.  If you do not have the UNSPSC code for your item, you can look up the codes that correlate to the item.  (SPSC code & UNSPSC code are used interchangeably in this document)


	eVA requires coding to all four levels (8 digits) of UNSPSC code. Refer to UNSPSC white paper document enclosed as well as the CIF Standards section of this document for more information. This document may be found in the Supplier Technical Specification packet at http://www.eVA.state.va.us/
	Mandatory
	8

	6. 
	Unit Price
	This is the price at which you are selling the item.  It shall include all applicable pricing discounts and shipping charges.

For example: A $1500 market price with a 2% allowable pricing discount yields a unit price of $1470.  This should be in TEXT FIELD
	The price format must be xx.xx.  If you have an item that is 19.50, you must show the unit price as 19.50 in your cif catalog (not 19.5).  If you have an item that is $1,500 the item’s price must be formatted as 1500.00.

You may have up to 10 digits before the decimal and 5 digits after the decimal.
	Mandatory
	20

	7. 
	Unit of Measure
	This describes how the item is sold. e.g. instead of each, use EA, BX  for box, etc.  Each item must adhere to the UNUOM standard.
	The UNUOM (United Nations Unit of Measure) standards must be used. See www.unece.org/cefact/index.htm for the complete listing.

This data must be all CAPS.

Additional information may be found in the CIF Standards section of the document.
	Mandatory
	40

	8. 
	Lead Time
	The number of calendar days anticipated for delivering the item to customer, including shipping. 
	Use whole numbers and round up.  I.e. 1.5 days = 2
	Mandatory
	40

	9. 
	Manufacturer Name
	This is the actual name of the company that manufactured the item that is being provided.
	
	Optional 
	80

	10. 
	Supplier URL
	When available, this is used to provide the web address for a picture and/or specification sheet for the item.   Please note:  this field is not intended to point to a supplier’s homepage.  This will allow requisitioners to access the picture or specification without requiring them to search a supplier’s website to find the desired item.
	Data must begin with http:// and must not contains links to the supplier’s banner advertisements.  

Additional information may be found in the Appendix of this document.
	Optional
	255

	11. 
	Manufacturer URL
	LEAVE BLANK.  The eVA catalog loading program will fill this field
	All suppliers should leave this field blank.

For Contract vendors, the system will use this link to display contract documents to shoppers.
	Optional
	255

	12. 
	Market Price
	This shall include shipping but not pricing discounts.

The difference in this price and the unit price should equal the discount offered through the contract.
	The price format must be xx.xx.  If you have an item that is 19.50, you must show the unit price as 19.50 in your cif catalog (not 19.5).  If you have an item that is $1,500 the item’s price must be formatted as 1500.00.

You may have up to 10 digits before the decimal and 5 digits after the decimal.
	Mandatory
	20

	13. 
	Effective Date
	Specifies the start date of the catalog prices. This should be in TEXT FIELD
	Enter the date that the unit price becomes effective.  For contracts, this field is required.  For non-contract items it is recommended, but optional.
	Optional
	YYYY-MM-DD

	14. 
	Expiration Date
	Specifies the end date of the catalog prices.
	Enter the date that the unit price expires.  For contracts, this field is required.  For non-contract items it is recommended, but optional.
	Optional 
	YYYY-MM-DD

	15. 
	Parametric Data
	This field allows suppliers to describe their items using specific attributes that the buyer may search on.  e.g. 5 hp motor with  6 in tubing links.
	Additional information may be found in the Appendix of this document.
	Optional 
	255

	16. 
	Parametric Name
	Parametric data names are needed to simplify search data and to allow for more meaningful searches and results ranking. See Appendix for further explanation.
	Additional information may be found in the Appendix of this document.
	Optional
	26

	17. 
	PunchOut Enabled
	This field is only used for suppliers using PunchOut
	If you are providing a PunchOut catalog enter True in this field.  Otherwise leave this field blank
	Optional
	True or Blank

	18. 
	Territory Available
	For System Use Only
	All suppliers should leave this field blank.  


	Optional
	255

	19. 
	Supplier Part Auxiliary ID
	To indicate variable or flexible pricing (i.e. item price differs depending upon quantity ordered) for an item, suppliers must provide multiple catalog lines for the same item.  In this case, suppliers must use the Supplier Part Auxiliary ID to differentiate the line items.  

The use of this field is required for suppliers who provide multiple catalogs for entity specific pricing.

An example of a value to put in this field might be an adjective such as “Small Orders” vs. “Large Orders” to differentiate order units of measure for the same item
	To differentiate catalog lines for the same item, use a unique Supplier Part Auxiliary ID

This field will be blank for most items
	Optional 
	255

	20. 
	Contract Number
	Specifies the Commonwealth of Virginia contract number associated with each item provided by the supplier.  
	If the item is non contract, leave this field blank.
	Optional
	255

	21. 
	Small Business
	A corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship or other legal entity formed for the purpose of making a profit, which is independently owned and operated, has fewer than 100 employees or less than $1,000,000 in annual gross receipts.
	If your business is classified as a small business, enter this True, otherwise enter False in field.
	Mandatory
	True or False 

	22. 
	Woman Owned Business
	A business enterprise at least 50% of which is owned by women or in the case of a publicly owned business at least 51% of the stock, which is owned by women.
	If your business is classified as a woman-owned business, enter True, otherwise enter False in field.
	Mandatory
	True or False

	23. 
	Minority Business
	A business enterprise that is owned and controlled by one or more socially and economically disadvantaged persons.
	If your business is classified as a minority business, True, otherwise enter False in field.
	Mandatory
	True or False

	24. 
	Contract Type
	Specifies the contract type associated with each item provided by the supplier:  mandatory, optional, price agreement, or non applicable.
	If the contract type is Mandatory Source, enter
 “1-Mandatory Source” in this field (without quotes)

If the contract type is Mandatory Contract, enter
“2-Mandatory Contract” in this field.

If the contract type is Optional, enter “5-Optional” in this field.

If the contract type is other than those listed above, enter “99” in this field.
	Mandatory
	255

	25. 
	Recycled/Green Product
	
	If this product can be classified as a recycled/ green product according to federal regulations enter True, otherwise enter False in this field.
	Mandatory
	True or False

	26. 
	Hazardous Product
	If this product can be classified as a hazardous product according to federal Department of Transportation regulations, enter the appropriate DOT class code for the material.  Codes are obtainable at www.science.tamu.edu/safety/dot.html.  For example:  4.1 or 5 or ORM-D.
	Use semi-colons to separate codes
	Optional
	255

	27. 
	Payment Term
	Specifies any special payment terms for a particular line item.  Must be formatted as the example: 2/10 Net 30.
	Enter a payment term of Net 30 days unless offering a different prompt payment discount.


	Mandatory
	255

	28. 
	Minimum Order
	If the supplier has a required minimum order amount or dollar amount for a particular line item, enter the order amount or dollar amount or both, if appropriate.


	Enter the order amount (e.g. 100) or dollar amount (e.g. $200) or both (e.g. 100;$200) as appropriate
	Optional
	255

	29. 
	Maximum Order
	If the supplier has a required maximum order amount or dollar amount for a particular line item, enter the maximum order amount (e.g. 100) or dollar amount (e.g. $200) or both (e.g. 100;$200), if appropriate.
	Enter the order amount (e.g. 100) or dollar amount (e.g. $200) or both (e.g. 100;$200) as appropriate
	Optional
	255

	30. 
	P-Card
	List of the type of P-Card the supplier accepts
	Include all cards accepted separated by a semi-colon, for example –  VISA;AMEX 


	Optional
	255

	31. 
	Service Areas
	Identify the Service Areas where this item is available.  Enter all Service Area numbers that apply, (see Service Area document included in the Supplier Package) OR enter the word  ALL  to indicate all areas.
	Refer to the Service Area document in the Supplier Package or on the eVA website:

www.eVA.state.va.us
	Optional
	255

	32. 
	Supplier FIN
	Specifies if the supplier’s Federal Identification Number.  Sometimes this is referred to as the FEI or the TIN.
	Do not include any punctuation.
	Mandatory
	255


C)
File Trailer
The File Trailer signals the end of the items in the catalog and looks like the following:

· ENDOFDATA – marks the end of the line item data. This should only be added once all line items have been entered.

	File Trailer
	Value
	Description of File Header

	ENDOFDATA
	
	Signifies the end of the catalog. Must be placed below the last row of catalog line items. 


CIF Example  

Refer to “example_catalog.xls” provided.

The next four screen shots display how an actual catalog would look. (Place catalog screenshots side by side to display an entire catalog.) 
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A “CIF3.0Template.xls”  has been provided for use as a template.

CIF Standards

The CIF format is an open specification that is flexible, robust, secure, and reusable.  The goal is to maximize reuse so that our suppliers can support a consistent infrastructure when providing product information to our buyers.

United Nations Standard Product and Service Codes (UNSPSC)

eVA requires using the United Nations Standard Product and Service Coding (UNSPSC) system as your product classification system. This standard is a universally accepted coding system that classifies products and services across a broad range of suppliers and industries. Most Ariba buying organizations can use catalogs that use this system. The UNSPSC product classification system contains more than 9,000 codes and descriptions of products and services. The coding structure is hierarchical, which combines similar products into standardized product groups. The more detail in the product description, the more digits in the UNSPSC code.

Dun & Bradstreet has developed the SPSC commodity classification system as a way to uniformly classify products and services across a broad range of suppliers. The SPSC has its origins in the SIC (Standard Industrial Classification) system and is an ANSI standard. Dun & Bradstreet has turned the SPSC coding system over to the United Nations Standards board and it is now called UNSPSC. Some of its advantages include:

· Hierarchical: describes to a high degree of specificity while also allowing consolidation of product and service information.

· Detailed: descriptions are available at the product level.

· Expansive: covers services as well as MRO and production goods.

· Universal: accepted as a standard for procurement analysis, electronic commerce, and EDI transactions.

· Expandable: meets the specific needs of different industries and companies without losing the benefit of a universal code.

Buying and selling organizations benefit from uniform classification of products and services. The mutual benefits include facilitation of Internet commerce via a reusable, flexible, and commercially maintained infrastructure. In addition, consistency and reliability will reduce the overall cost structure for participating in Internet commerce.

  

How Does UNSPSC Work?

Basic UNSPSC classification codes are eight-digit numbers. Each code consists of four pairs of digits that create a hierarchy of increasingly specific categories, culminating in specific objects. For example, the UNSPSC code for wooden pencils is 44121706 which is comprised of the following categories:

44 Office equipment, accessories, and supplies

12 Office supplies

17 Writing instruments

06 Wooden pencils

A complete list of codes is available on the eVA Website, http://www.eVA.state.va.us/. To convey a higher-level category or a mix of items, fill unneeded positions with zeros. For example, there is no code for “assorted cut flowers.” Instead, there are categories for specific types of cut flowers, such as lilies:

10161702

10 Live plant or animal material

16 Floriculture products

17 Cut flowers

02 Cut lilies

Because there is no explicit code for assorted cut flowers, use the code 10161700, replacing the last digit pair with zeros. This code provides Ariba enough information to categorize the item correctly. Requisitioners can perform the final selection by reading the descriptions of items in this category. If you use these higher level category codes, replace only the last pair of digits; replacing more digits creates codes that are too general.

Obtaining UNSPSC Numbers

To obtain UNSPSC numbers, use the UNSPSC list, which is available in at http://www.eVA.state.va.us. You can use this Website to look up the codes for specific items. If there is no UNSPSC code for a product or service of yours, you can contact the UNSPSC organization and request one. Within a short period, the UNSPSC will either create a new code or it will recommend an existing number for you to use. After you obtain UNSPSC codes, add them to your inventory lists and price lists so they are included in electronic catalogs you generate. If you use automated inventory systems or product-information management systems, create a new field to contain these codes.

	UNSPSC Standards Group

http://www.unspsc.org
	Dun & Bradstreet

888-597-4789 (Tel)

201-605-6990 (Fax)

http://www.dnb.com


DUNS Number 

The Dun & Bradstreet DUNS number provides a supplier identification method that will be utilized as the standard in eVA. 

Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) numbers have become the standard for tracking the world’s businesses. They are nine-digit numbers issued by Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. to identify each corporate location of a business. Most companies have a DUNS number. It is easy to look up yours on Dun & Bradstreet’s Website, www.dnb.com. If you do not yet have a DUNS number, you can obtain one for free from Dun & Bradstreet.

United Nations Units of Measure (UOM)

Every catalog item has an associated unit of measure, which specifies how the item is packaged; for example, each, box, kilogram, or dozen. Your catalogs must use a standardized set of units of measure. The United Nations Units of Measure (UNUOM) is required for eVA participation. This standard is also known as the United Nations Center for the Facilitation of Procedure and Practices for Administration, Commerce, and Transport (UN/CEFACT) codes, and as United Nations Trade Data Elements Directory (UNTDED) common codes. 

These codes may be obtained at http://www.unece.org/cefact/index.htm.  Select "Codes for Trade Facilitation" and then under the "Codes for Unit of Measurement" box, select "Listed by Name" for an alphabetical listing.  
The following table lists frequently used UNUOM codes:

	UN/UOM
	Code Meaning

	EA
	Each

	BX
	Box

	DZN
	Dozen

	GRO
	Gross

	LBR
	Pound

	RO
	Roll

	PK
	Pack


Appendix - Expanded Data Explanations

Supplier ID

Supplier IDs help buyers uniquely identify all catalog items. For each catalog item, you identify the supplier that provides that item. Suppliers must provide a valid DUNS (Data Universal Numbering System) number for the Supplier ID. In most cases, the Supplier ID for all your catalog items is the same. However, if you are an aggregator of products for other suppliers, then your catalogs might contain items with different Supplier IDs. Similarly, if you are a buying organization creating your own catalogs, your catalogs might contain items with different Supplier IDs.

Item Description

Each catalog item must have an Item Description, and can optionally have a Short Name, which is the first 50 characters of the Item Description Field. eVA displays these fields to help users decide which products and services to purchase. These fields are case-sensitive and can contain any displayable characters. Use initial capitalization for maximum readability.  The Item Description can contain up to 240 characters for CIF 2.1, and up to 255 characters for CIF 3.0. 

Parametric Data

CIF 3.0 and cXML catalog formats support parametric searching, which enables users to perform sophisticated searches based on product-specific properties. For example, you could add parametric search data to allow users looking for pipe to search by length or diameter. For a catalog containing computer monitors, you could allow users to search by screen size or dot pitch. Or, for a catalog containing disk drives, you could allow users to search by capacity. To enable parametric searching, add parametric search data to your catalog items. Your parametric properties cause eVA to display new fields in the product search window that all users can use. The following example shows two parametric search properties (MATERIAL and THICKNESS) in the catalog search window.

The parametric properties themselves are in a table of key-value pairs. Each key must

be unique. The following CIF example shows a catalog item with three parametric

search attributes:

{TYPE=TAPE;MATERIAL=VINYL;THICKNESS=3 MIL;}

Ariba buyers users will see TYPE, MATERIAL, and THICKNESS as search terms in the

catalog. This particular catalog item will be returned if a user sets search constraints

to TYPE Equals TAPE, MATERIAL Equals VINYL, or THICKNESS Equals 3 MIL.

The following example shows how to define parametric search attributes in CIF:

CIF_I_V3.0

LOADMODE: F

CODEFORMAT: UNSPSC

CURRENCY: USD

SUPPLIERID_DOMAIN: DUNS

FIELDNAMES: Supplier ID, Supplier Part ID, Manufacturer Part ID, Item Description,

SPSC Code, Unit Price, Unit of Measure, Lead Time, Manufacturer Name, Supplier URL,

Manufacturer URL, Market Price, Parametric Data, Parametric Name

TIMESTAMP: 2000-01-18 00:00:00

ITEMCOUNT: 3

DATA

599238,66056062,66056062, 20 in Carbon Steel Seamless Casing ,99998050,57.95,EA,1

,CASINGSRUS,,,77.95,{SIZE=20;WEIGHT PER FOOT=94.00;THICKNESS=0.438;T

HREADTYPE= BUTTRESS THREAD;},PIPES

599238,66056055,66056055, 20in   Carbon Steel Seamless Casing ,99998050,58.95,EA,1

,CASINGSRUS,,,78.95,{SIZE=20;WEIGHT PER FOOT=133.00;THICKNESS=0.635;

THREADTYPE= BUTTRESS THREAD;},PIPES

599238,66056048,66056048, 20in   Carbon Steel Seamless Casing ,99998050,59.95,EA,1

,CASINGSRUS,,,79.95,{SIZE=20;WEIGHT PER FOOT=137.00;THICKNESS=0.750;

THREADTYPE= BUTTRESS THREAD;},PIPES

Parametric Name

When you declare parametric search attributes, label them with a Parametric Name. A Parametric Name groups attributes to differentiate them from other attributes that have the same name. Parametric Name keeps instances of parametric data from being accidentally combined. For example, if you sell both chairs and pens, and both types of items have the parametric attribute “COLOR,” use Parametric Name to separate instances of attributes for chairs and pens. For Parametric Name, use the generic name of the items; for example, PIPES, CHAIRS, COMPUTERS, or BATTERIES. Use a maximum of 26 characters per Parametric Name. Do not begin names with a digit; begin them with an alphabetic character. 

Recommendations for Parametric Search Data

When deciding whether to add parametric search data, consider how buyers will search for your items. Think about the qualities that differentiate your items from each other.  Also consider the following factors:

· Use parametric search data only if you have a large number of similar items, such as variations of a commodity.

· Do not add parametric search data for words that appear in item descriptions. Buyers can search item descriptions without parametric search data.

· Ideal candidates for parametric search data are:

· COLOR (such as RED, YELLOW, and BLUE)

· MATERIAL (such as NYLON, POLYETHYLENE, and ALUMINUM)

· DIMENSION (such as 1 FOOT, 2 FOOT, and 10 FOOT)

· GRADE (such as A, AA, and AAA)

· RATING (such as 12V, 120V, and 240V)

· To keep the search screen manageable, use no more than six different parametric attributes per Parametric Name. For example, a Parametric Name might contain WEIGHT, DIAMETER, COLOR, TYPE, RATING, and MATERIAL.
· To keep search menu length manageable, use no more than 10 different values per parametric attribute. For example, your items might have COLOR attributes of White, Black, Yellow, Green, Blue, Red, Magenta, Brown, and Grey.

· Keep both parametric attributes and values as short as possible.

Supplier URL

Each catalog item can have a Supplier URL, which allow buyers to view information about that item through the World Wide Web. If either of these URLs is present for an item, eVA displays small clickable Web icons alongside that item. Clicking either of those icons displays a new Web browser window containing the specified Website.

Use Supplier URL to provide information that help buyers understand your products or services. For example, you could display:

· Pictures and datasheets for items

· Hazardous material or safety information

· Detailed configuration information about items

· Continuously changing information about items (such as availability or current specifications), which is best maintained on your local Website
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